Pastor’s Ponderings . . .

This is the month that Easter begins and we continue to
celebrate it in our liturgies for fifty days. All of us at 5t Leo the
Great Parish wish vou Feliz Pascua, Past Conziza, Happy Easter! We
hope and pray that vou will thoroughly enjoy and delight in the fifty
davs of celebrating Easter that conclude with the grand celebration
of Pentecost. We pray that vou will be blessed with new and
sbundant life of God’'s presence in your life, rejoicing as you live
wour faith, renewed by the promises of your baptism, singing
Alleluia and practicing re surrection. Thank wou for the hope wou will
live and bring to others by living more freely away from sin and
death in our world, Celebrate the Lord's wictory over death by
loving unconditionally and helping raise others up over the
weaknesses of the human condition.  Show your family and the
whole warld that life, eternal life has the final say now and forever.
&5 signs of Spring break out in abundance during this month and
remind us that “unless a
ceed falls to the earth
and dies it will not
produce much fruit” join

with &l creation  in
praising and thanking
God for the gift of

resurrection and new life.

This Easter Season,
5t Leo's rejoices for the
gzift of conversion and
faith. At the Easter “igil,
a young adult will be
baptized, and another
baptized Christian adult
will be received fully into
the faith. ©On the Third
sunday of Easter, 33
adults and children will be confirmed. We are joining with other
parishesin our Deanery to celebrate the $acrame nt of Confirm ation
at the cathedral thisvear. "The Lord istruly risen! Alleluial Alleluial
Mew life in Christ is abundant again at 5t Leo’s in s0 many way s and
on so many levels. Please share our joy and rejoice with us.

But before we come to Easter, we must finish Lent and pass
through Holy Week, the holiest of weeks in the Church’s liturgical
calendar, Through the Church’s ritual, we share in and celebrate
the Lord’s passion, de ath and re surrection. Bay we truly be blessed

and discover
by

marve loushy,
wwandroushy,
Ze e roushy,
freely
abundantly
loved are we.
May we become
freer to  lowe
God and others
weith our whaole heart, soul, mind and strength. May we learn how
to wash everyone’s feet, love our enemies bless those who curse
us and pray for those who hurt us. May we accept the Lord’s
forgiveness and live with his mercy and compassion and become
rmare a forgiving, loving
farnily of God, May we be
unhindered and healed
from our fears, ‘worries,

and

ailme nts, problems,
preoccupations, lirnits,
and conditions,  May we

corme to hope, know and
believe that we who die
with the Lord will always
rise with him.

Thank wou so
much for wour pravers
and support for all of us
here at 5t. Leo the Great.
Ve  have been  the
beneficiaries of the fruits
of wour Lenten praver,
fasting and works of charity. I so many ways, yvou have helped us
experience the new life of the Lord's resurrection and wou have
shown us that |ife gets the final sav for anvone who believes. Please
know that as we praise God with Alleluias, music and dancing we
are also thanking God for wou and vour goodhness. May the Lord fill
wou with an abundance of Easter joy and blessings. Thank wou for
helping us build God’'s kingdom and for being God’s church with us.

—Fr. lirn

"
St. IED 5 PI'H_YEI' Wall isaplace where all, regardle ss of age, race or creed, are invited to sing God' s praise 5, give Him

thanks, andfor call upon His presence for belp in time s of need. The wall, 2 place of praver forall peoples (much like the Wailing weall in
Jerusalém), capturesthe faces of the community, aswell 35 peacemake rs and saints who have inspired us through the ages

The wall is a place for stalf and volunte ers, youth groups, community
meetings, and for individuals who pass through our parking lot on the way towork,
school, eto;, to pray, reflect and pause, We invite you to share in this special weay of
praver, joy, and thanksgiving. Praise God!

God cares about every need inyour life and knows whatvou need even
before wou ask Him for help. Qur 5t Leo the Great parish community promises to
remember yvau in our private praver, aswell asin our communal praver, which is to
say that we are praving forvou all the time.

All praver reguests are held in strictest confide nce . Send your prayer
request to: SaintLeothe Great Church, 2573 Saint Leo Flace, Cincinnat, OH 45225
You can also submityour praver request online at http: /fsaint-le o ork soffde Fow
Praye ritfallfinistry asp.




